MCSMA MEETING MINUTES
June 19, 2007

4pm

115 Harvest Rd
Present:  P. Welch, K. Graham, J. Welch, C, Springstead, B. Baldwin, 
S. Stewart, C. Zugelder, A. Lis, C. Merkel, J. Welch, J. Muhl, T. Sutliff,

B. Facklam, S. Volkmar, M. O’Connor, P. Maginn, R. Monti, B. Nitsch
Meeting brought to order by Patty at 4:07 pm. Patty distributed thank you gifts to those present and thanked everyone for their work during the year.
I.  Discussion and decision regarding grade level divisions at solofestival and all county festivals. 
Discussion:  Patty shared ideas that some members not present gave to her ahead of time. 
· Driving the want for change?  In Jr. High, the 9th graders are much bigger and at a higher level of literature

· Jr. High – 7th graders not making it in to honors ensembles
· Purpose of festivals?  Maybe purpose has changed – most teachers want the kids to stay with their age-mates in these ensembles
· There is a wide range of difficulty in the levels of literature played that are accepted. 

· Maybe attack the topic of selection process and the grades and levels eligible to make the all-county ensembles in the fall.

· Would we have enough kids auditioning for the ensembles if the change were made? Discussion and answer is yes.

· Vocal standpoint:  if we change, the lack of 9th graders in the jr high choir changes the type of literature possible
· Maybe change the sizes of the ensembles in the vocal – make the jr high women’s choir bigger and make the SATB choir smaller

· Most teachers on the survey said they wanted to keep it (grade levels) the same for all ensembles, changed or not

· If we change it, it should maybe be a trial year with review of how it went at the end of the next year.

· Orch – for the full orchestra setting, theirs will also change like the choral setting because of the lack of 9th graders

· If we make this change, we will need to widely publicize this, including with private teachers

Decision:  J. Welch moves to restructure the all-county ensembles to Jr High=7&8, Sr. High=9-12 grades on a trial basis to be reviewed at the end of next year

B. Facklam seconds

Motion passes

II.  Ensemble coordinators will share out chosen conductor or list of potential (4 or 5) conductors for general board approval, prior to contracts being sent.   
· Casey – either Steve or Paul Shewan  Pete Randazzo

· John and Kate Rolland are Casey’s successors next year

· Shana – Gerry Floriano

· Jenny – Ed Zoonik  Cellist with trombone experience  from Upper Arlington

· Aside – still no site for Jr. high next year

· Aside – Paul, Steve, Tom and Patty are meeting in the summer to work on a budget proposal
· Mark - Alan Woy from Potsdam or Charles Peltz;  Rick Fleming from Buff State
· Carrie – Scott Tucker from Cornell University

· Mary – Carrie Provost from Wheaton, IL

· Brenda & Rena – Bill Wienert from Eastman

· Sonja – needs ideas
· Brian – John Jacobson (Saratoga) would like more ideas for Elementary Band
· Al – Todd Hastings teaches at Pittsburgh State in Kansas

· Brian Zimmer (through Al) – Mike Tomaro

III. Next year’s dates:

Patty presented the dates for next years meetings and festivals big things are to get program info as early as possible.  Follow directions and timeline on the sheet in your packet with next year’s dates.

Bill would like to add to the September meeting agenda a discussion about putting names in the All-county program.

IV.  NYSSMA Letter    

Johanna Siebert (Webster) has been working on research regarding the high percentage of music teachers that quit after their first year of teaching.  Patty and Johanna have drafted a letter on behalf of MCSMA and RACAME to NYSSMA to ask for support for high school students to make them more aware of the rigors of a college program in music education.
Jeff Welch makes a motion to send the letter to NYSSMA, seconded by Casey Springstead, motion passes

Jeff Welch motion to adjourn meeting at 4:53 pm

Welcome new members- eat & drink 

