MCSMA MEETING MINUTES
October 19th, 2006

4pm

Keenan’s Restaurant, Irondequoit
Present:   B. Dale, P. Welch, C. Zugelder, K. Graham, S. Volkmar, C. Springstead, S. Stewart, T. Sutliff, B. Facklam,  A. Jones, T. Indiano, P. Fitzmorris, P. Maginn, S. Zugelder, J. Gray, B. Nitsch, R. Monti, M. Borden, M. O’Connor
Meeting came to order at 4:02 pm.

I. Approve minutes of September meeting

    Jeanne moved to approve minutes.
     II.
      Past President Update:

State Grant

There has been a lot more communication with the state.  Tom has filled out everything necessary.  Lots of paperwork with the state.  Tom received confirmation today that all paperwork is in.  New contact person for the state is taking over.  We’re expecting the check before Christmas.

County Directory
It is up and running through Solochair.  You need an account with Solochair to access it.

Terry Taylor Award

One applicant:  Laura Szymanowicz.  Highly recommended.

Motion to accept Laura as recipient:  Alan Jones. Seconded, motion passed 
Dick Snook Award

This is for people who go above and beyond for music educators in the county and is given at the Elementary festival. Tom is looking for nominations for people who have made a difference in your program.  Applications will be in the next newsletter.

III.        Ensemble Coordinators Reports
Patty has everything from everyone present that she needed for the newsletter; has bios for coordinators to proof
SR. High Orchestra- Shana Stewart/Jenny Muhl


No report, fine

SR. High Choir- Brenda Nitsch/Rena Monti

Conductor needs harpsichord at Eastman.  Also needs some instrumentalists.  That will be a question for Ron Stackman

SR High Band- Dave Shemancik/Mark Borden


Looking for one copy of “Life Dances” by William Hines

JH Mixed Choir- Carrie Zugelder


No report, fine

JH Treble Choir- Pam Fitzmorris

Still looking for music (missing from library), looking at Erie county library, working on accompanist

JH Band- Kirsta Rodean/Casey Springstead


No report, fine

Elementary Orchestra- Mary O’Connor/Ben Dale

Getting last parts needed

Elementary Choir- Sonja Volkmar


No report

Elementary Band- Brian Facklam


No report

Vocal Jazz- Alan Jones


No report

SH Instrumental Jazz- Brian Zimmer/Paul VanHorn


Patty is waiting for program

JH Instrumental Jazz- Al Lis
  Fine as far as Patty knows

All County Coordinator- Paul Maginn
· Send programs to both Patty and Paul

· Recording company – numbers to Paul for packets

· Note:  Choirs send packets out much earlier than instrumental groups

· Eastman is all set.

· Steve Zimmerman at Wheatland-Chili has several questions and is working with Paul to set up the SH rehearsal.

· Patty:  when creating the program, there are often last minute changes.  This year with the availability of rosters through Solochair, we need to make sure coordinators are checking them for last minute changes.

· Discussion on whether or not to include rosters with the program.

· do it electronically and provide link?

· it is an honor to the kids

· kids keep them for proof of their participation

· administrators love to see their districts listed

· put a comment on the bottom of the roster with info on how to get their info corrected

· a reminder to teachers that their students’ names for the program will be from the registration on Solochair (watch spelling during input)

· Jeanne moves to continue to put all names of all kids in program.  Rena seconded.  Motion passes.

· Contracts, expenses and music orders- Steve Landgren

· Treasurer report is in minutes packet
· All ordered music is in process and will be in your hands soon.

· Any one who hasn’t contacted Steve, please contact him whether or not you need music.

· We need to provide airfare for some conductors.  Brian and Shana have already indicated the need.  Please let Steve know if you also need a flight for a conductor.

· Steve wants to earmark money specifically for repertoire so that we know ahead of time how much money is exactly available.
IV.   Solo Festivals Reports




Assignor of Adjudicators- Jeff Welch





No new news




Elementary/Jazz- Kim Derse/Brian Zimmer





Pittsford Sutherland will host Elementary solo fest

Junior High- Bill Baldwin


No new news




Senior High- Tammy Sutliff/Robin Beel




Everything fine



Newsletter/Rules and Reminders-Patty Welch

When we moved over to Solochair, we didn’t include rules in the newsletter every year.  What to include in October newsletter:
· New manual for graded, old manual gets festival

· When it is festival, do not consider for All-county

· have 2 copies of your piece
· can a student go to a different solo fest?  Rule states that a student can only audition for all-county at their own grade level festival.  They may go to a different level festival but will not be considered for all-county

· kids have to be in the school ensemble that corrolates with the type of solo they are performing.

· if auditions do not fill out needed instrumentation, then we go to teacher recommendation.

· with the exception of of vocal jazz, all choral positions will be filled by recommendation.

· Jazz vocal deadline for submitting sheets is November 20.

· In the event of a cancellation of a festival due to weather we will reimburse a certain amount of the registration fees.  In that case, instrumental ensembles will be chosen using previous solo sheets.  Students will be reimbursed by district. (not individually)
Percussion proficiency form is still available on the MCSMA website.

V. Old Business 
Treasurer’s Report- Steve Landgren


Report attached to September meeting minutes
   Elementary Festivals Update- Patty Welch


Patty had an Elementary site, but it fell through, so we are still looking for a site.  Patty is still looking at the City schools that are not yet in the rotation.  Jeanne brought up that the City schools’ janitorial fees are astronomical.  Roberts and Nazareth are cost prohibitive.  Hochstein doesn’t have the space.

Aside:  Patty has received 31 new email addresses from parochial and city teachers that want to be in the loop.

Mercy is the place that fell through, has a great space – aud can fit 1100 in the audience and there are 2 gyms for rehearsals.  Need to rent lights. McQuaid too small.  The read through is confirmed at Allendale Columbia with help from Harley.

Website Update- John Beel

Solo festivals – registrations open tomorrow on Solochair


Ask John if there is a question about the “status link”

VI.       New Business
                                    Zone 2 Festival- Patty Welch
Instrumental in the spring: looking for alternate site because the only option right now is in March.  Jeanne offered to do all scheduling if alternate site is found.

                                    Technology Offerings

· MCSMA offering a technology workshop?  Patty communicating with John to put something on the website to gauge teacher interest.  Concern with not endorsing just one company.  
· Would it be acceptable for Smart music to set up a place at festivals in March to show the program and give info.

· Discussion:

· don’t have it b/c the festivals are about colleagiality and the smartmusic booth would be a distraction from the purpose of the day

· have a pull out day from a school day, sponsored by BOCES…wouldn’t work because of cost…districts help pay?

· has been done at concerts when parents have to drop off kids early, so they can wander over and see what is available

· we are not looking at it for this year, only next

· Motion to consider to allow the smart music representatives to come to the March festivals. Discussion tables until November

RPO Tix- Patty Welch
Two free tickets to one of four pops concerts and a chance to get a buy one, get one free.

· Patty’s suggestion:  the first person to read about it in the newsletter and email Patty gets the tix.  Second person gets the buy one/get one free coupon.  Accepted by the group

VII. Other/Good of the Order

Jeanne gets the equipment for the winter conference.  Needs suggestions as to how to better set up a rotation to get the equipment.  Helpful to have the rotation ahead of time so schools know what is coming.
Adjournment
 
Casey Springstead motion to adjourn.  Seconded.  Adjournment at 5:07pm

